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Grammar Sense Online Practice Student Access Code

Your access code is: 

IMPORTANT

 You need an email address to register and use Grammar Sense Online Practice  
at www.grammarsensepractice.com.

 This access code can be used for 12 months from the date you register.

 Don’t share your access code with anyone else. Only one person can use each code.

 For help, contact customer service: grammarsensesupport@oup.com
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for the first time.



Contents
Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   x

Tour of a Chapter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  xi

Grammar Sense Online Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . xvii

Before You Begin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   3

PART 1: The Verb Be and Imperatives

CHAPTER 1: Simple Present Statements with Be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   9

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Meet the Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

B.  FORM 1: Affirmative Statements with Be, Subject Pronouns,   
 and Contractions with Be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12

C. FORM 2: Negative Statements and Contractions with Be . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17

D. MEANING AND USE: Descriptions with Be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21

     WRITING: Write a Description of a Person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25

CHAPTER 2: Questions with Be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Are You Best Friends? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28

B.  FORM 1: Yes/No Questions and Short Answers with Be . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30

C. FORM 2: Information Questions with Be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33

D. MEANING AND USE: Questions with Be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  36

 WRITING: Write an Interview For a Magazine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41

CHAPTER 3: Imperatives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: The Adventures of an Office Assistant . . .  44

B.  FORM: Imperatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46

C. MEANING AND USE: Imperatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49

 WRITING: Write a Note to a Friend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55

 PART 1 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  57

PART 2: Nouns

CHAPTER 4: Introduction to Nouns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: A Nice Place to Live . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60

B.  FORM 1: Singular Count Nouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62

C.  FORM 2: Plural Count Nouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65

D. MEANING AND USE: The Functions of Nouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  68

 WRITING: Write an Ad to Rent out an Apartment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71

iv | CONTENTS



CHAPTER 5: Introduction to Count and Noncount Nouns  . . . . . . . . .  73

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Protect Our Environment . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   74

B. FORM: Count and Noncount Nouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   76

C. MEANING AND USE: Count and Noncount Nouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   79

 WRITING: Write a Menu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   83

 PART 2 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   85

PART 3: Adjectives and Pronouns

CHAPTER 6: Descriptive Adjectives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  87

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Westbrook College News . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   88

B. FORM: Descriptive Adjectives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   90

C. MEANING AND USE: Descriptions with Adjectives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   93

 WRITING: Write an Ad to Sell Your Things . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   97

CHAPTER 7: Possessives and Demonstratives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  99

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Keeping in Touch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

B. FORM 1: Possessive Nouns, Possessive Adjectives, and Whose . . . . . . . 102

C. FORM 2: Possessive Pronouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106

D. MEANING AND USE 1: Possessives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108

E. FORM 3: Demonstrative Adjectives and Demonstrative Pronouns . . . 111

F. MEANING AND USE 2: Demonstratives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113

 WRITING: Write a Description of a Photo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

 PART 3 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

PART 4: The Present

CHAPTER 8: The Present Continuous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: People Watching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

B. FORM: The Present Continuous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

C. MEANING AND USE: The Present Continuous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

 WRITING: Write About a Public Place . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

CHAPTER 9: The Simple Present  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Career Path Asks:  
 “What Do You Do?” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

B. FORM 1: Simple Present Statements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

GRAMMAR SENSE  1 | v 



C. FORM 2: Simple Present Yes/No Questions and Short Answers   . . . . . 140

D. FORM 3: Simple Present Information Questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143

E. MEANING AND USE: The Simple Present . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146

WRITING: Write About Daily Job Duties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151

CHAPTER 10: Adverbs of Frequency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: What Kind of Learner Are You? . . . . . . . . 154

B. FORM: Adverbs of Frequency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156

C. MEANING AND USE: Adverbs of Frequency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

 WRITING: Write About Your Learning Style . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165

 PART 4 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

PART 5: The Past
CHAPTER 11: The Simple Past of Be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: The Temples of Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170

B. FORM: The Simple Past of Be . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172

C. MEANING AND USE: The Simple Past of Be  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177 

 WRITING: Write About a Famous Person From the Past . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

CHAPTER 12: The Simple Past . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Fashions in History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184

B. FORM 1: Simple Past Statements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186

C. FORM 2: Simple Past Questions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192

D. MEANING AND USE: The Simple Past . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197

 WRITING: Write About What Life was Like 100 Years Ago . . . . . . . . . . 201 

CHAPTER 13: The Past Continuous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Unusual Disasters in History . . . . . . . . . . . . 204

B. FORM: The Past Continuous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 206

C. MEANING AND USE: The Past Continuous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210

 WRITING: Write About What You Were Doing When …  . . . . . . . . . . . 215

 PART 5 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 217

vi | CONTENTS



PART 6: Articles; Quantity Expressions; There Is and There Are
CHAPTER 14: Articles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: How to Enjoy a New City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220

B. FORM: Indefinite and Definite Articles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222

C. MEANING AND USE: Indefinite and Definite Articles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226

 WRITING: Write About a City You Enjoy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229

CHAPTER 15: Quantity Expressions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Ghost Towns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232

B. FORM: Quantity Expressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234

C. MEANING AND USE: Quantity Expressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 240

D. REVIEW: Write About the Good Qualities of Your School . . . . . . . . . . . 245

CHAPTER 16: There Is and There Are  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: A Wonderful Gift  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248

B. FORM: There Is and There Are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250

C. MEANING AND USE: There Is and There Are  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255

 WRITING: Write About Your Neighborhood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260

 PART 6 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263

PART 7: The Future
CHAPTER 17: The Future with Be Going To . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Sports News Now . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266

B. FORM: The Future with Be Going To . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269

C. MEANING AND USE: The Future with Be Going To  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273

D. REVIEW: Write About What a Famous Person is Going to Do  
 in the Future . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277

CHAPTER 18: The Future with Will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Couch Potatoes Beware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280

B. FORM: The Future with Will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282

C. MEANING AND USE: The Future with Will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286

 WRITING: Write About What You Will Do If Elected  
 Class President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289

 PART 7 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291

GRAMMAR SENSE  1 | vii 



PART 8: Modals

CHAPTER 19: May and Might for Present and Future Possibility . . 293

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Optimist or Pessimist? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 294

B. FORM: May and Might . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296

C. MEANING AND USE: Present and Future Possibility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299

 WRITING: Write About What Might Happen in a New City . . . . . . . . . 303

CHAPTER 20: Can and Could for Present and Past Ability . . . . . . . . 305

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: The Youngest in His Class . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 306

B. FORM: Can and Could . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308

C. MEANING AND USE: Present and Past Ability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 312

D. REVIEW: Write About Your Abilities in the Past and Today . . . . . . . . . 315

CHAPTER 21: Modals of Request and Permission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 317

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Standing Up for Yourself . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318

B. FORM: Modals of Request and Permission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320

C. MEANING AND USE: Making Requests and Asking  
 for Permission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324

D. REVIEW: Write About Asking for Permission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329

CHAPTER 22: Modals of Advice, Necessity, and Prohibition . . . . . . 331

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Rule Followers and Rule Breakers . . . . . . 332

B. FORM: Should, Must, and Have To . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334

C. MEANING AND USE: Modals of Advice, Necessity,  
 and Prohibition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 338

 WRITING: Write About the Laws in Your Country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 341

 PART 8 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 343

PART 9: Objects, Infinitives, and Gerunds

Chapter 23: Object Pronouns; Direct and Indirect Objects . . . . . . . . 345

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Holidays Around the World . . . . . . . . . . . . 346

B. FORM 1: Object Pronouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348

C. FORM 2: Direct Objects and Indirect Objects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350

D. MEANING AND USE: Direct Objects and Indirect Objects . . . . . . . . . . . 354

 WRITING: Write About How a Classmate Celebrates His or  
 Her Birthday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 357

viii | CONTENTS



Chapter 24: Infinitives and Gerunds After Verbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Advice to Business Travelers . . . . . . . . . . . . 360

B. FORM: Infinitives and Gerunds After Verbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 362

C. MEANING AND USE: Infinitives and Gerunds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366

 WRITING: Write Some Advice for Business Travelers Visiting  
 Your Country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 369

 PART 9 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 371

PART 10: Objects, Comparatives and Superlatives

Chapter 25: Comparatives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: Smart Phones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374

B. FORM: The Comparative with Adjectives and Adverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . 376

C. MEANING AND USE: Comparatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 380

 WRITING: Write About the Similarities and Differences of  
 Two People You Know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383

Chapter 26: Superlatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 385

A. GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: The Greatest Invention Since  
 Sliced Bread . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 386

B. FORM: The Superlative with Adjectives and Adverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 388

C. MEANING AND USE: Superlatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392

 WRITING: Write About Several Schools That You Know  . . . . . . . . . . . . 395

 PART 10 TEST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 397

Appendices . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A–1

Glossary of Grammar Terms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G–1

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I–1

GRAMMAR SENSE  1 | ix 



119119

C H A P T E RP A R T

A.  GRAMMAR IN DISCOURSE: People Watching . . . . 120

B.  FORM: The Present Continuous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

They are waiting.

C. MEANING AND USE: The Present Continuous . . . 127

Activities in Progress 

Beyond the Sentence: Combining Sentences  

with And

WRITING: Write About a Public Place  . . . . . . . . . . . 131

The Present  
Continuous

The Present

4 8



A1 Before You Read
Discuss these questions. 
What is a journal? Do you write in a journal? What do you write about?

A2 Read
Read this journal entry. What is the writer doing?CD1 T34

People Watching

G R A M M A R  I N  D I S C O U R S EA

It’s morning–my favorite time of day in Seattle. The city is  

waking up and I am, too. I’m sitting in a small coffee shop. Outside, 

the weather is gloomy. It’s cloudy, but it isn’t raining. Two people  

are waiting at the bus stop. The woman is angry. She is pointing to 

her watch. She’s complaining to the man next to her. He isn’t listening. 

He’s reading his newspaper. A man and woman are sitting on a bench. 

They're about 25. The woman is wearing a waitress’s uniform. The  

man is wearing a bus driver’s uniform. They aren’t talking. A couple  

is standing near them. They’re both about 40. They are carrying 

briefcases and wearing expensive clothes. They aren’t talking and they 

aren’t smiling. They are married—I’m sure. Are they fighting? Maybe.

5

10
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A3 After You Read
Write T for true or F for false for each statement.

  1. The writer is waiting for the bus.

  2. The sun is shining.

  3. A woman is complaining.

  4. A woman is reading the newspaper.

  5. A man and a woman are sitting on a bench.

  6. A couple is standing near the bench.

bench: a long seat for two or more people
complaining: expressing negative feelings about  

someone or something

couple: two people
gloomy: dark and depressing
perhaps: maybe

F
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AFFIRMATIVE STATEMENTS

SUBJECT BE BASE FORM  
OF VERB + -ING

I am

waiting.

You are

He

isShe

It

We

areYou

They

CONTRACTIONS

I’m

waiting.

You’re

He’s

They’re

ONLINE
PRACTICE
ONLINENE

NEGATIVE STATEMENTS

SUBJECT BE NOT BASE FORM  
OF VERB + -ING

I am

not waiting.

You are

He

isShe

It

We

areYou

They

CONTRACTIONS

I’m not

waiting.

You’re not
You aren’t

He’s not
He isn’t

They’re not
They aren’t

 

The Present Continuous

Think Critically About Form

A. TC_T1.

1.  TC_T TC_T.
 2.  TC_T TC_T.
 3.  TC_T TC_T.

B. TC_T1. 

F O R MB
Think Critically About Form

A. TC_T1.

1.  TC_T TC_T.
2. TC_T TC_T.
3.  TC_T TC_T.

B. TC_T1. 

Think Critically About Form

A. Look back at the journal entry on page 120 and complete the tasks below. 

1.  IDENTIFY Look at the two underlined examples of the affirmative form of 
the present continuous. Each has two words. What are they?

 2.  RECOGNIZE Find three more affirmative examples of the present continuous.
 3.  RECOGNIZE Look at the circled examples of the negative form of the present 

continuous. Find three more negative examples.

B. Discuss your answers with class and read the Form charts to check them. 
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YES/NO QUESTIONS

BE SUBJECT BASE FORM  
OF VERB + -ING

Am I

waiting.

Are you

Is she

Are

we

you

they

INFORMATION QUESTIONS

WH- WORD BE SUBJECT BASE FORM  
OF VERB + -ING

How am I
doing?

What are you

Who is he calling?

Why
are

you
waiting?

Where they

WH- WORD 
(SUBJECT) BE BASE FORM  

OF VERB + -ING

Who
is

talking?

What cooking?
 

ANSWERS

Great.

I’m cooking dinner.

He’s calling David.

Because we missed the bus.

In the cafeteria.

Sasha.

Your dinner is cooking.
 

SHORT ANSWERS

YES SUBJECT BE NO BASE FORM  
OF VERB + -ING

Yes,

you are.

No,

you aren’t. 
you’re not.

I am. I’m not.

she is. she isn’t. 
she’s not.

you

are.

you aren’t. 
you’re not.

we we aren’t. 
we’re not.

they they aren’t. 
they’re not.

 

  The contraction of I + am + not has only one form (I’m not).
  The contractions of all other subject pronouns + be + not have two possible forms.  
The meaning of these forms is the same.

you aren’t = you’re not  he isn’t = he’s not

  See Appendix 3 for spelling rules for verbs ending in -ing.

(Continued on page 124)
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Yes/No Questions

  Use either form of a negative contraction in negative short answers.
No, you’re not. = No, you aren’t.  No, she isn’t. = No, she’s not.

    Negative short answers with the pronoun I have only one form.
No, I’m not.

Information Questions
  It is not necessary to answer an information question with a complete sentence.

A:  Who is he calling?

B:  (He’s calling) Amy.

  When who or what is the subject of the question, do not use a subject pronoun.

   Do not use contractions in affirmative short answers.

Yes, I am.  Yes, he is.

x Yes, I’m. (incorrect) x Yes, he’s. (incorrect)

 !

B1 Listening for Form
Listen to Mark and Gloria’s telephone conversation. Choose the short answer 
you hear.

  1. a. No, he’s not. 5. a. No, it’s not.

   b. No, I’m not.  b. No, they’re not.

   c. No, we aren’t.  c. No, he’s not.

  2. a. Yes, I am. 6. a. Yes, he is.

   b. Yes, it is.  b. Yes, she is.

   c. Yes, she is.  c. Yes, it is.

  3. a. Yes, he is. 7. a. No, it isn’t.

   b. Yes, it is.  b. No, he isn’t.

   c. Yes, she is.  c. No, it’s not.

  4. a. Yes, she is.  8. a. Yes, I am.

   b. Yes, he is.  b. Yes, we are.

   c. Yes, it is.  c. Yes, they are.

CD1 T35
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B2 Spelling the Present Continuous
 Complete each sentence with the present continuous form of the verb in parentheses.

 1. He is losing  (lose) the game.

 2. I    (stop) for lunch.

 3. She    (hug) her child.

 4. We    (sit) on the couch.

 5. They    (come) up the street.

 6. You    (study) hard.

 7. Paul and Susan    (exercise) at the gym.

 8. Lee    (argue) with her sister. 

B3 Working with Affirmative and Negative Statements
 Change the affirmative statements to negative statements. Rewrite the sentences in two 

different ways when possible.

 1. It’s raining right now.

  It’s not raining right now. It isn’t raining right now.  

 2. It’s snowing in Maine.

    

 3. The children are playing outside.

    

 4. Celia is exercising at the gym.

    

 5. I am fixing the car.

    

 6. We are studying.
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B4 Writing Yes/No Questions
 Complete the conversations with Yes/No questions. Use the words and phrases in 

parentheses and the present continuous. Punctuate your sentences correctly.

 1. A: Excuse me. Are you looking for something?  (you/look for something)

   B: Yes. Where’s the shampoo?

 2. A:    (it/rain)

   B: No. The sun is shining.

 3. A:    (I/pass the course)

   B: Yes, you are. In fact you are doing very well!

 4. A:    (the kids/play outside)

   B: No, they’re at the movies.

 5. A:    (she/listen to a CD)

   B: No. She is playing the piano.

 6. A:    (you/study Japanese)

   B: Yes. I’m taking classes at the community college. 

B5 Writing Information Questions
 Write information questions in your notebook about the underlined words in the 

statements. Punctuate your sentences correctly.

 1. Reiko is reading a magazine.

  What is Reiko reading?

 2. Eva is studying French.

 3. Naomi is sitting in the kitchen.

 4. Celia is drinking coffee.

 5. Tom is feeling fine.

 6. John’s father is watching television.
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M E A N I N G  A N D  U S EC
The Present Continuous

Think Critically About Meaning and Use

A. Read the sentences and answer the questions below.  
 a. Julie: Here, take your umbrella. It’s raining.
  Paulo: Thanks. That’s a good idea. 
 b. Steve: Hi Carol. How are you?
  Carol: I’m very busy this week. I’m writing a long research paper.

 1.  EVALUATE Which underlined sentence talks about an activity that is in 
progress (happening) at the moment the speaker is talking? 

 2.   EVALUATE Which underlined sentence talks about an activity that is in not 
happening at the moment the speaker is talking?

B. Discuss your answers with the class and read the Meaning and Use Notes to  
check them.

Activities in Progress

Use the present continuous to talk about activities that are in progress (happening) at 
the exact moment of speaking. Time expressions such as now, right now, and at the 
moment make the meaning clearer.

A: What are you doing?

B: I’m studying for my chemistry test.

A: How is the weather there in Michigan?

B: It’s snowing right now.

Use the present continuous for activities that are in progress, but are not happening at 
the exact moment of speaking. Time expressions such as still, these days, this week, and 
this semester make the meaning clearer.

Two Former Classmates Meet on the Street

A: So, Rick, what are you doing these days?

B: I’m still working for my dad.

ONLINE
PRACTICE
ONLINENE

1A

1B

Meaning and Use Notes
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C1 Listening for Meaning and Use  Notes 1A, 1B

Listen to the conversations. Which activities in progress are happening right now? 
Which are not happening right now? Check ( ✓) the correct column.

C2 Describing Activities in Progress  Note 1A

Look at the pictures. Then write a sentence in your notebook to describe each picture. 
Use contractions when possible.

CD1 T36

HAPPENING 
RIGHT NOW

NOT HAPPENING 
RIGHT NOW

1.  ✓

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

He’s reading a newspaper.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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C3 Talking About Activities in Progress  
 but Not Right Now  Note 1B

  A.   Read the list of activities. Put a check ( ✓) in the box for activities that you are 
doing these days. Put an ✗ in the box for activities that you are not doing these 
days.

 B.  Work with a partner. Ask and answer Yes/No questions and information questions 
about the information in part A.

  A: What are you doing these days?
  B: I’m studying hard.
  A: Are you working, too?

C4 Guessing Activities in Progress  Note 1A

Work in groups. Think of an activity, or use a suggestion from the list below. Act out 
the activity for the group, but don’t say what activity you are doing. Your group asks 
Yes/No questions to guess what you are doing. 

A: Are you riding a horse?
B: No, I’m not.

A: You are riding a bicycle!
B: Yes, I am.

ACTIVITIES ✓/ ✗

1. studying hard

2. working

3. playing a sport

4. learning Chinese

5. cooking dinner at home

6. planning a trip

7. dieting

8. learning to play an instrument

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

riding a bicycle

shopping

driving a truck

arguing with your roommate

playing basketball

running a race
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Combining Sentences with And
We can use and to combine sentences. Use a comma when you combine two 
complete sentences.

I am taking a shower. Alex is making dinner.

I am taking a shower, and Alex is making dinner.

When two affirmative present continuous sentences have the same subject, we  
usually don’t repeat the subject or am/is/are. In this case, we do not use a comma.

He is doing his homework. He is watching television.

He is doing his homework and watching television.

When we write, we combine sentences because it makes our writing sound more 
natural. Compare these two paragraphs.

Beyond the Sentence

C5 Combing Sentences with And 
 Rewrite the paragraph in your notebook. Use and to combine the underlined 

sentences. Punctuate your sentences correctly. 

Dear Luisa,

Thanks for your letter. We’re very busy, too. We’re working hard. We’re saving 

money. Celia is teaching piano at the local high school. She’s giving private lessons 

on the weekends. I’m finishing my Ph.D. I’m writing my dissertation. Right now, 

Celia is making dinner. Our daughter Lucy is helping her…

  Thanks for your letter. We’re very busy, too. We’re working hard and saving  
money. Celia…

A.

Everyone in my family is very 
busy. My father is working out of 
town during the week. My father is 
coaching a soccer team on the 
weekends. My mother is teaching 
at the university. My mother is 
trying to start her own business. 
My brother Josh is going to law 
school. My brother Josh is working 
at a law firm.

B.

Everyone in my family is very 
busy. My father is working out of 
town during the week and 
coaching a soccer team on the 
weekends. My mother is teaching 
at the university and trying to start 
her own business. My brother Josh 
is going to law school and working 
at a law firm.
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WRITING

Edit
Find the errors in this letter and correct them.

Dear Gina,

I’m stand in front of your apartment. Unfortunately, you’re not at home, so I writing 

you this note. My husband Dan and I are visiting our families. We’re live in San Diego 

now. Dan working for a telecommunications company, and I’m looking for a job. What 

you are doing these days? Are you still write for the newspaper? Call me at my mother’s 

house and please visit us!

Miss you,

Holly

Write About a Public Place

Think Critically About Meaning and Use

A. Complete each conversation.

B. Discuss these questions in small groups.

 1. EVALUATE Which questions talk about events that are happening but not at  
the exact moment that the speaker is talking?

 2. GENERATE Create two sentences about something you are doing but not at this 
exact moment.

1. A: Where is she going? 
  B: 
   a. Now.
   b.  To the library.

 2. A: Are you sleeping?
  B: 
   a. Yes, I’m studying. 
   b. No, I’m not.

 3.  A: Who is working with you?
  B:  

   a. Susan.
   b. Now.

 4.  A: What are you doing these days?
  B:   
   a. I’m taking a bath. 
   b. I’m looking for a new job. 

standing
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WriteWrite
Write a paragraph about activities and events that you see at a public place. Use the 
present continuous.

1.  Brainstorm List all the important information about the public place you are 
writing about. Use these questions to help. 

  

 2.  Write a First Draft Before you write your first draft, read the checklist below 
and look at the example on page 120. Write your draft using the present continuous. 

 3.  Edit Read your work and check it against the checklist below. Circle grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation errors.  

 

4.  Peer Review Work with a partner to help you decide how to fix your errors and 
improve the content. 

 5.  Rewrite Your Draft Using the comments from your partner, write a final draft. 

DO I … YES

use affirmative statements?

use negative statements?

ask questions about my surroundings?

use wh- questions words?

use the present continuous for events that are happening now?

use the present continuous for events that are not happening at the  
exact moment?

I’m sitting in a park. A man is reading the newspaper and 

eating a sandwich… Is it raining? No, it isn’t raining yet.
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